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The International Baccalaureate
Education Program

Students can follow the International Baccalaureate throughout their Primary and
Secondary Education; Primary Years Program (PYP), Middle Years Program (MYP), and
finally the Diploma Program (DP). 
 
Programs are centered around inquiry learning, with heavy consideration paid to student
interests. Both teacher and students are equal and active contributors to the learning
process.  
 
Through its transdisciplinary framework, programs challenge students to think for
themselves and take responsibility for their learning as they explore local and global
issues and opportunities in real-life contexts.

The Six Transdisciplinary Themes:

What it means to be human
Who we are:

Where we come from, where we’re going, and how this connects to others
Where we are in place and time:

How we discover and demonstrate our creativity and how the aesthetic
represents our identities

How we express ourselves:

How the natural world links to society
How the world looks:

How the structures of communities impact the life of the individual
How we organize ourselves:

How our resources impact our opportunities, relationships, rights, and
responsibilities

Sharing the planet:
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Play-based Learning

An active approach to learning that
allows students to make sense of their
world through a stimulating and dynamic
learning environment. This approach
fosters the development of social,
emotional and cognitive skills, and
supports self-confidence and
independence. 
 
Most commonly implemented in the Early
Primary years, approaches see play as
an integral part of the learning process,
rather than simply as a break from
learning or a reward for behavior. 
 
Learning is student-initiated, and the
teacher facilitates guided discovery
through questioning and the alignment of
core concepts (e.g. literacy and
numeracy) with the students’
participation in high-quality play. 
 
This approach aims to promote intrinsic
motivation, flexibility and calmness, focus
and concentration, as well as imaginative
and creative problem-solving.



Working within this cycle aims to empower students to pursue their ideas beyond
the classroom and to recognize the always-evolving nature of the learning
process.
 
The questions or problems that students address are generally expansive and
complex, allowing for broad interpretations so that students can engage with
projects in ways that champion their passions and talent areas. 
 
Learning often takes place in groups, with each group member taking
responsibility for a different aspect of the task, such as researching, documenting,
presenting, or group management, mirroring roles that individuals have within
teams in the workforce. Learning processes also allow students to gain soft skills,
such as collaboration, communication, and self-regulation.
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Inquiry-based Learning

Inquiry-based learning programs can be implemented with any age group and
are often centered around responding to a ‘big picture’' question or real-world
problem. The learning process is seen to exist in a cycle where students can
continue to expand their ideas and understandings:

Ask

Investigate

CreateDiscuss

Reflect
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The Berry Street
Education Model

A positive education model designed to support students who present
challenging behavior, especially those affected by trauma. 
 
Originating from a specialist Independent Secondary school, with campuses
in Morwell, Noble Park, Shepparton, and Ballarat, the model has since been
adopted by more than 500 schools to support individual student needs. 
 
Experiencing trauma or ongoing stress can often affect a student’s ability to learn
and to function socially, and so teaching processes prioritize creating a nurturing
environment and use pre-emptive and pro-active management strategies.

With therapeutic and wellbeing practice at the forefront, the model encompasses
five domains thought to build a student’s capacity to engage and be ready to
learn:

Self-regulation in response to stress BODY:

RELATIONSHIP: Relational classroom management and culture

STAMINA: Building resilience, emotional intelligence, and growth mindset

ENGAGEMENT: Willingness to participate in learning

CHARACTER: Development of values and self-awareness
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Montessori School

The Absorbent Mind (ages 0-6 years): The individual takes and absorbs every
aspect, good and bad, from the environment that surrounds him/her 
The Rational Mind (ages 6-12 years): The individual uses their imagination and
abstract thinking to explore and question the environment that surrounds
him/her 
The Humanistic Mind (ages 12-16 years): The individual applies their
exploration and questioning to build their understanding of humanity and
society, and how they can contribute  
The Specialist Mind (ages 18-24 years): The individual takes their
understandings and contributions to humanity and society to find their place
in the world

As they grow, an individual is seen to moves through four 'Planes of
Development’:

The Absorbent Mind (ages 0-6 years): 

The Rational Mind (ages 6-12 years):

The Humanistic Mind (ages 12-16 years):

The Specialist Mind (ages 18-24 years):

Montessori programs promote a hands-on approach to learning, where students
work with simple but real tools and concepts. The Montessori classroom is often
minimal in terms of furniture, which frees up the space for students to work in
their preferred way. The materials that are made available in the learning space
are intentional and meaningful, and often selected in accordance with the
students’ age and development, so that they can use resources without the need
of an adult to assist. Learning focuses on concrete, rather than abstract
learning, embracing also the use of the outdoors through working with natural
materials, as well through different camps and trips. Creative activities work as a
vehicle for students’ learning about language, culture, literacy and numeracy, and
practical life skills. 
 
Classrooms will include students that are of mixed age; usually within 3 years of
each other, so that learning can better acknowledge the capability levels and
developmental stages of individuals. This arrangement also promotes more
effective socialization, respect, and solidarity, whereby students exist almost as a
micro-society that allows them to work with an awareness and acceptance of
others within the learning space. 
 
The educator in the Montessori classroom should aim to intervene with student
learning as minimally as possible. Their role is to help to form the physical
learning environment in a way that responds to the needs, capabilities and
interests of students, optimizing the opportunities for students to work intelligently,
purposefully, and with care for self and others. 
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Language Immersion
Programs

Learning takes place with a bilingual approach that allows students to
directly apply their learning of the language to enable more accelerated
acquisition and effective retainment.  
 
The bilingual education will often begin at Primary, or sometimes even
Kindergarten level, with popular programs featuring French Immersion,
Japanese Immersion, and Vietnamese Immersion. 
 
Generally, between 50% and 70% of the learning program is delivered in the
featured language, usually confined to particular subjects, such as
Humanities and Science.  Continued exposure to the language throughout
different subject areas enables learning of the language to feel meaningful
and authentic to students. 
 
Benefits of these programs include an increased understanding of the
mechanics of language and of other cultures, as well as increasing lifelong
skills that may lead to broader career opportunities.

Caulfield Junior College - French Immersion

In this video we chat to
educators at Caulfield
Junior College about
their experience
working at the school.

https://vimeo.com/340596918
https://vimeo.com/340596918


Learning approaches value a student-centered and relationship-driven
environment. Students participate in guided discovery and a lot of play-
based and project-based learning. Discoveries are reinforced by targeted
study workshops, where students apply core literacy and numeracy concepts
to their learning projects. The Reggio Emilia Approach is most often
implemented with preschool and Primary school-aged students. 
 
Learning generally takes place in open-plan, vibrant, and dynamic learning
spaces, as the approach embraces the idea that students have an endless
number of ways to learn. As students move through the years, the project
work becomes more individual; students participate in more group work
directly involving the teacher initially but become more independent and
self-sufficient as they get older. 
 
Teachers often work in partnerships to take target groups that circulate
through different types of workshops. The learning program tends to flow over
the course of days, weeks, or even months towards greater objectives or
learning outcomes, so as to reinforce the purpose of the work and the
interrelationships between different topics or skills.  
 
School sites can feature more diverse facilities to allow for more tactile
learning and direct application of learning concepts, including farm sites, and
digital, craft, and construction studio spaces.
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Reggio
Emilia Approach



The Walker Learning Approach is an Australian designed pedagogy,
implemented with students from Preschool through to Year 8.  With a
significant focus on family and community, the approach seeks to provide
authentically personalized learning that can be culturally and contextually
appropriated; implemented in rural Indigenous communities and elite
independent settings alike. 
 
Learning combines inquiry projects with a formal academic program. The
program positions the student as an active participant in their learning -
through hands-on and creative investigations – but students also experience
explicit teaching to ensure coverage of key Australian Curriculum areas. Such
an approach aims to allow students to develop their literacy and numeracy
skills in conjunction with vital social, emotional and life skills. 
 
The teacher helps to construct the learning environment in such a way that
fosters self-initiated engagement and deep thinking. Underpinning play-
based learning with literacy and numeracy concepts allows students to
recognize how these core skills exist in their everyday experiences. Teachers
should seek to optimize students’ opportunities for ‘open’ experiences; spaces
should be creative and open-ended, and scaffolding and links to curriculum
areas should be based on tuning in and investigating along with students
and then reflecting on the result.
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Walker Learning
(Kathy Walker Program)



A Steiner education aims to provide students in an integrated and holistic
experience, through their balanced participation in academic programs, art
and music education, physical education, and social and emotional
education. Programs strive to develop students artistically, spiritually,
practically, and intellectually, with an emphasis placed on the power of the
child’s imagination.
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Steiner Schools

In Primary school, a core approach to learning involves artistic presentation of
ideas by the teacher, as well as immersion in the natural environment; Steiner
Schools are often located with beautiful natural surrounds. 
 
In Secondary school, students extend their capacity to interpret, critique, and
problem-solve. Learning is framed to support students’ sense of social
consciousness, moral growth, and citizenship.  
 
These approaches through a student’s Primary and Secondary education are
thought to influence a person’s ability to make innovative and morally
responsible contributions to their community throughout their adult life.

Gratitude 
Responsibility 
Collaboration

Inclusivity 
Diversity  
Initiative

Education programs are grounded by key values:
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Elite Sports Programs

Sporting activities are significantly
structured into the students’ timetable in
preparation for a pathway into further
sports training development, such as with
the Australian Institute of Sport and even
a professional sporting career. 
 
Generally introduced at Secondary level,
elite sports academy programs allow
students daily access to extensive and
high-quality sports facilities, either on the
school site, or within easy reach.
Programs include basketball, AFL football,
soccer, swimming, athletics, tennis,
volleyball and netball. The programs can
be staffed with coaches, personal
trainers, physiotherapists and physical
education teachers, supporting students’
participation in their training sessions, as
well as off-site at inter-school, state and
national competitions.  
 
Students’ daily training and physical
conditioning would enable them to
gradually build their technical skills
around their sport of choice, as well as
their mental discipline and game sense. 
 
Programs are grounded by other
academic subjects that students would
usually pursue at Secondary level to also
enable completion of VCE, VET or VCAL at
the end of their studies.



Foundations of the English language are
at the forefront of study in these settings.
Students attend these schools if English is
their second language, and they require
more focused study before transitioning
into mainstream Primary or Secondary
education. Programs generally mirror the
Victorian EAL Curriculum framework and
the EAL continuum, the intensive English
instruction allowing students to
experience success in their subsequent
studies. 
 
New arrivals generally attend these
schools to help them to acclimate to life
in Australia; many are refugees and so
may come from trauma backgrounds
that call for more social and emotional
support from teaching staff. 
 
Students attend the school for varied
periods of time – depending on their
development and level of competency,
so staff experience continual turnover of
students in their classes, and class
numbers and sizes can fluctuate. 
 
Some programs involve support from
Multicultural Aides, there to assist
students that speak little to no English.
The aide assigned will speak the same
native language as the student and will
help to translate for the teacher, while
helping to implement a more catered
English program.
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English Language
Schools


