
London 
Area Guide
A guide to the best places to live in London

for Aussies, Kiwis and Canadians



Best Areas to Live 
in London

AREA GUIDE: LONDON

A few things to keep in mind...

When you are new to the UK, finding a place to live can seem like a daunting
task. We’ve put together our area guides to help you find a great place to live. All
of our advice here is first hand - from other international educators and anzuk
staff that have made the move, just like you.

We recommend short term accommodation to
start with. There are always people posting about
short leasing in groups such as Aussies in London
& Kiwis in Lonldon or Canadians moving to the UK
Facebook group. Have a look at Airbnb or Hostels
as well.

1.

2.

3.

Once you're there, really make it your priority to
get on these Facebook pages & Spareroom and
get out there to check out houses and meet
potential housemates. It's super important you
find a place that's the right fit for you, so it's a task
best done in person!

There are loads of options, all over London, all of
the time, and everything is already furnished!
London has an ever revolving door of expats -
other like minded people moving in and out of
share houses all the time. So you're bound to find
a house with housemates on the same page as
you & most likely make some really good mates
too.

Aussies in London
Kiwis in London Canadians moving to the UK

Spareroom

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1534891523441903/
https://www.facebook.com/LondonKiwis/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/canadiansmovingtotheUK/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1534891523441903/


Your options 
and helpful links
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The easiest, cheapest & arguably the more fun option is to move into a
share house. If you move into a room that someone is vacating within an
established share house, then you shouldn't have anything to worry about
when it comes to setting up utilities bills etc. It's a great way to meet people
too!

Share houses:

The other option is looking to rent a vacant house or flat; so applying for a
new lease. This may be your preference if moving over with a group of
friends or family. 90% of properties will be furnished, some landlords may
incorporate bills into your monthly rent and others may leave that to you
to arrange. This option will require rental & employment references/proof
of income. Have a look on www.rightmove.co.uk/property-to-rent for
properties and get in touch with agents in the areas you're looking.

Other options:

More helpful links!...

Time Out London has a great guide on each
area that highlights where to eat, things to do,
the best bars as well as links to articles about
each area.

Ideal Flatmate lets you search thousands of
rooms available all across the UK. It has a
detailed area guide on each area in London and
it also gives you an indication of the average
rent price, the nearest transport links and shows
you available rooms to rent. 

www.rightmove.co.uk/property-to-rent

https://www.timeout.com/london/things-to-do/london-area-guides-full-list
https://www.idealflatmate.co.uk/area/london
https://www.timeout.com/london/things-to-do/london-area-guides-full-list
https://www.idealflatmate.co.uk/area/london
https://www.rightmove.co.uk/property-to-rent.html


North West London is an interesting slice of the city, due in most part to the fact
that the NW postcodes cover a very wide – and widely diverse – section of the
city. It really has something to offer for everyone, from the
famous Hyde & Regents Park to the bars & clubs of Soho and Covent Garden,
not to mention the huge sporting stadium of Twickenham and Wembley.
 
West London has always been a mainstay for Aussies & Kiwis making the
move to London, super easy to find cheap rent and there are a million things
to do during the week and over the weekend.
 
Hammersmith has a lot going for it. It is one of the best places in West London
for live music, thanks to the Eventim Apollo, there are also the clutch of
riverside pubs (‘The Dove’ & ‘The Blue Anchor’ are two of London’s best), which
gives another reason to while away an afternoon – or even a whole day and
night – in Hammersmith.
 
Fulham  has plenty of great bars and restaurants, as well as nearby green
spaces and riverside walks, and its close proximity to  Stamford
Bridge and Craven Cottage make it a popular trip for football fans.
 
Kensal Green  has an arty, bohemian feel with restaurants, cafés and
gastropubs always busy with a great atmosphere.  It is one of our personal
favourites as it is on the doorstep of some of the best areas of London, for
much less rent. So you still have great access areas such as Camden, Notting
Hill, Soho &  Hampstead, but you’ll only be 10 minutes away by public
transport!!
 
Notting Hill is so much more than just the setting for a famous movie. It plays
host to Europe’s biggest street festival is brimming with fashionable
restaurants, bars and shops, and is home to one of London’s best markets:
Portobello Road Market.
 
- North West London Team

North West 
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Seeking leafy greenery, country side ambiance with a modern twist? Look
no further than Ealing and Acton. Walking the streets, you will find row after
row of Victorian style houses and truly feel transported back to 1800’s
London. Choose to spend those sunny days in Gunnersbury Park or Walpole
park before strolling down the high streets to grab a bite to eat. 
 
A favourite place is Grove Cafe, well known for its authentic Eastern
European flavours.  Ealing boasts numerous pubs where you can wet your
whistle and chill out with friends. 
 
If you’re seeking the city life, it’s never too far away on the tube.

Ealing/ Acton
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NEIGHBOURHOOD

Affordable

Transport Links

Pubs, Restaurants & Nightlife

Large Aussie/Kiwi Community

 

 

 



When people think of live music in West London - they think of
Hammersmith. With the Eventim Apollo on your doorstep, you’ll never miss a
beat when your favourite band is in town. 
 
Hammersmith’s restaurants also boast some seriously global and seriously
tasty cuisine, reflecting the multicultural nature of its residents. As well as
gigs from top bands, entertainment enthusiasts should head to the Lyric
Theatre, which also features a great roof terrace for sunny days. 
 
A stroll along the river will lead you to an endless clutch of riverside pubs,
where you can bunker down for an afternoon. If that’s not enough, take a trip
to nearby Fulham where you'll find a cornucopia of restaurants, including the
famous River Café.   Likewise, in Fulham, you’ll be spoilt for choice with an
eclectic mix of bars and pubs. Sundays in Fulham are for riverside walks,
and football.

Hammersmith/ Fulham
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NEIGHBOURHOOD

Music Scene

Riverside

Affluent Area

Outdoor recreation & Parks

 

 

 



Colloquially known as ShéBu you’ll find yourself caught up in hustle and
bustle of its old-school street markets and the behemoth Westfield
shopping center. Home to great music venues like the Shepherd's Bush
Empire and Bush Hall,  you’ll never be without social plans for a memorable
night out. 
 
Shepherds Bush is well served by the London Underground and Overground,
with five stations dotted about the area, your lifeline to South and Central
London is sorted. 
 
When your tummy is rumbling, head on down to the high street, where you’ll
find restaurants with all sorts of nationalities lining the street, from Polish to
Syrian. 
 
The Bush has a real local authenticity to it, rather than a touristy feel and is
the perfect spot to get a real taste of West London community culture.

Shepherds Bush

 ANZUK AREA GUIDE: LONDON

NEIGHBOURHOOD

Live Music

Westfield Shopping Centre

Overground & Underground
Transport

 

 

 



Kensington is home to many outstanding restaurants and bars, as well as
boasting a rich cultural heritage and is home to the Natural History, Science
and V&A museums. 
 
Enjoy a night our at the Royal Albert Hall, or spend a day shopping on High
Street Ken. Continue up Exhibition Road to Hyde Park and the Albert
Memorial. 
 
This distinctly elegant part of the capital also has a strong French accent
thanks to the nearby Lycée Français and Institut Français, plus a sizeable
student population (the Royal College of Art, Royal College of Music, Imperial
College and numerous language schools are all here) and lots of
embassies, which makes for a truly unique London experience.

Chelsea/ Kensington
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NEIGHBOURHOOD

Affluent Area

Museums

Quiet

 

 

 



North East 
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North East London  is becoming increasingly popular with the Aussie/Kiwi
crowd with the majority of our office now calling it home.
 
Popular areas in the East are Shoreditch, Dalston, Bethnal Green and Hackney.
East London has an edgy vibe, yet it has some fantastic parks, cafes and the
picturesque Regent’s Canal running through it. Home to the very
popular  Columbia Road Flower Market,  Brick Lane  and  Broadway Markets  -
you are never short of an amazing weekend activity.
 
Come summertime, we love the famous  London Fields  in Hackney which
comes to life with people flocking from all over to enjoy an outdoor BBQ, drink,
sunbathe and play games in the sunshine! It is an experience not to miss! And
for the shoppers among us out in  Stratford, you have Westfield Shopping
Centre which is your one-stop shop for literally everything.
 
Popular suburbs in the North are Camden, Angel and Islington. Camden has
an edgy feel with a fantastic daily market and great live music venues. In
Angel and Islington, you may see a slight increase in rent but this is offset by a
decrease in travel costs. Everything is on your doorstep here and less time
spent on the sweaty tube, the better!
 
North London provides something for everyone with cute cafes, lively bars and
the best parks in London. One being Primrose Hill (part of Regent's Park), which
is very popular on a summers day. It is a great place to crack a beer enjoy a
view of the London skyline!
 
Hackney Wick Spaces is a great Facebook group to look for places in this area!
 
- North East London Team

Hackney Wick Spaces

https://www.facebook.com/groups/HWSpaces/


From historic sites like the Tower of London and Tower Bridge, to the taste
sensations of Brick Lane and Spitalfield Markets, the corporate flair of Canary
Wharf and the tranquility of Victoria Park, there is something new to discover
every day in this Borough. 
 
With excellent transport links including the Underground, Overground, the
DLR & River Buses, access to London is a breeze.
 
Tower Hamlets includes one of the highest ethnic minority populations in the
capital and has an established British Bangladeshis business and residential
community. It is home to Brick Lane, a street renowned for its many curry
houses.

Tower Hamlets
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NEIGHBOURHOOD

Affordable

Brick Lane & Columbia Rd
Flower Market

Close to Victoria Park

Transport Links

 

 

 

 



With gorgeous vintage shops and some of the best street food in town, the
Market is loved by tourists and locals alike. Situated on Camden lock, there is
over 1000 shops and stalls to browse - the halloumi Fries are a must. 
 
But there is so much more to this Borough - the suburbs are dominated by
cheap restaurants and a vibrant live music scene.  Not to mention the iconic
Primrose Hill which boasts one of the best views of the city - sunset picnic
anyone?

Camden
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NEIGHBOURHOOD

Camden Market

Music Scene

Canal

Pubs and Nightlife

 

 

 

 



Islington has become a hot spot to live, work and play for Aussies and Kiwis
in London. 
 
Only a stone-throw away from the city centre, Islington should be high on
the list when flat hunting.
 
Like most of the East, Islington has an eccentric side with bespoke shops and
eateries. Be sure to eat out at Chinese Laundry, Ottolenghi and Belle Epoque
for pastries.
 
Islington also has a posh side with stars like Lily Allen and Helena Bonham
Carter calling the Borough home. Make sure to hit Upper Street for amazing
pubs nightlife, as well as Barrio in Angel, Kings Head Theatre Pub and  69
Colebrooke Row for some inventive cocktails.

Islington
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NEIGHBOURHOOD

Quiet

Cafes and restaurants

Aussie/Kiwi Community

Nightlife

 

 

 

 



Hackney is a place that would be considered ‘cool’ among any social circle
- though it doesn’t necessarily try to be. Authentic, alternative and diverse,
Hackney is home to some of the most popular hipster bars and cafes in
London. If your feeling hungry we suggest Palm Vaults, Nest, Cafe Miami,
Temple of Hackney, Brick Lane or Broadway Market (try the life changing
chicken katsu wrap).
 
For a great night out try Crate Brewery, The Crown and Shuttle, Cargo or
Oslo.
 
There is cultural opportunity at every corner with up and coming artists from
all genres populating the thriving underground music and art scene. Married
with local parks & commons, penny skateboards and Instagram filters,
Hackney is your trendy, homely slice of London.
 

Hackney
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NEIGHBOURHOOD

Hipster

Music and Art Scene

London Fields Park

Broadway Market

 

 

 

 



South West
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The South West of London is a hub for Aussie’s and Kiwi’s trying to find a home
away from home. Most make the move to the South West because it provides
the benefit of being well connected to the city centre, while also providing the
leafy suburban feel that can be missed once leaving home. 
 
Surrounded by parks, and roads lined with trees, the spring and autumn
months provide a picturesque landscape for exploring. On observation you will
find more residential houses and less apartment blocks removing the built up
feel that can sometimes come with London living.
 
Clapham  is  the most well-known  area in  South  West  London  thanks to
the  massive  Clapham Common park which in the summer is thriving with
sporting activities from tennis, touch rugby, to football (soccer) and even AFL -
our very own Frank Caldow coaches the local side, the 'Wandsworth Demons'.
 
In terms of  transport, it's one of the best-connected pockets of London
with Clapham Junction station providing links south and west via the national
rail service along with a 15-minute journey back to the city centre. The High
Street is packed with cafes, restaurants, bars and pubs and is always buzzing.
 
Nearby suburbs to the south, Tooting and Balham, have recently been voted
the best place to live in London- based on affordability, trendiness, friendliness,
food/drink, and transport links.
 
Other popular places to live include Wimbledon and Putney which whilst both
have lively high streets are a bit more laid-back with the added bonus of
being a bit more affordable. 
 
- South West London Team



Clapham is conveniently located in zone 2 of the Northern Line and is also
home of the common, a massive park known as the heart of London
because of its shape. There is constant activity with sports and events held
all throughout the year, it is absolutely buzzing in the summer. The common
is also home of the Wandsworth Demons (Anzuk’s affiliated AFL team) and
also hosts a plethora of other social sports for football, to basketball, to
bootcamp and even quidditch!
 
Clapham Junction is the UK’s busiest train station - meaning this pocket of
London has some of the best links to both city and national rail. A short walk
or bus from Clapham Common, Clapham Junction is one of the most well
known areas in the UK and an extremely convenient spot to travel in and out
of.

Clapham
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NEIGHBOURHOOD

Clapham Common Park

Outdoor Sports

Transport Links

 

 

 



Balham has often been overlooked in favour of more well-known nearby
neighbours such as Clapham, Brixton and Tooting...
 
However, it's recently coming into the limelight more, with it's abundance of
amazing cafes, cool boutiques, great restaurants and pubs. 
 
It's more of a mature crowd than Clapham - less opportunities for raucous
nightlife. Plenty to keep you busy though!
 

Balham
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NEIGHBOURHOOD

Quiet

So many great cafes

Weekend markets

 

 

 



Generally a bit more affordable than Clapham & Balham, Tooting still has
everything you need with it's bustling high street, markets, parks, swimming
Lido, great pubs & shopping!
 
Tooting Market has been a community hub for almost 100 years and in
more recent time has really caught up with the times. There are some great,
quirky little shops, cool bars, great food from around the globe and often live
music and other events.
 
Tooting spans across 3 stations on the Northern Line and has the
overground cross through it as well. Being those couple of stops further
down the line makes a massive difference to getting on (and maybe even a
seat) in morning rush hour.
 
Tooting has a real local authenticity to it, rather than a touristy feel and is the
perfect spot to get a real taste of South London community culture.

Tooting
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NEIGHBOURHOOD

Busy local hub

Multicultural food

Bustling markets

Affordable

 

 

 

 



One stop away from Clapham Junction sits Wandsworth.  It is a great area
to locate yourself for a lifestyle move. The area has everything you need, a
stones throw from the river you will always find a friendly pub including the
infamous Ship (if you are inclined for a good ol’ Sunday session).
 
Bordering Wandsworth down the riverside is Putney. A popular spot for
Aussies and Kiwi’s because of the connection to both Central and South
London, and sitting across the water from Fulham (another popular spot).
Flooded with pubs, Putney Village provides a great English feel and gives
you plenty of access to the outdoors on the neighbouring heath.
 
Putney is also cheaper to rent in than nearby, similar areas such as Fulham
and Wandsworth.

Wandsworth/ Putney
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NEIGHBOURHOOD

Riverside

Large Aussie/Kiwi Community

Transport Links

 

 

 



A lovely affluent area right on the river, Richmond is a great area to sink your
teeth into. As a teacher, living in this area would provide access to some of
London’s best schools. 
 
A great spot for those who love fresh air, along with the river you have direct
access to Richmond Park - 2500 acres of grassland and wide open space,
providing lush greenery and even a few herds of deer.
 
Have you ever seen that video on YouTube featuring "Fenton" the dog?...
That's Richmond Park. 
 
 

Richmond
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NEIGHBOURHOOD

Affluent

Richmond Park 

Quiet

 

 

 



South East
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South East London has seen a huge surge in popularity over the past couple of
years, with CHEAP RENT (did we mention cheap rent?) and vastly improved
transport options driving swathes of people to the area.
 
The South East really has something for everyone, from the trendy bars & cafes
of the up and coming Peckham, to the green open spaces of Greenwich and
the thriving live music scene in Brixton. 
 
Peckham has become a hub of the area, partly due to its fantastic diversity.
We recommend you head to Bellenden Road for fine dining, boutique stores,
great coffee and a lovely cruisy vibe. The other side of Peckham offers
something different again – nightclubs and bars, side by side with arts venues
and amazing street food. Not to mention Franks Rooftop Bar for the best view
of the London skyline.
 
Bermondsey more great restaurants, trendy cafes and lively bars, all within a
stone’s throw  from  London Bridge  and  Maltby Market. Not to mention the
famous Bermondsey Beer Mile!
 
If you crave green open spaces and fresh air, Greenwich is for you, with parks
and museums aplenty.At the other end of the spectrum, if you love live music
and a night on the town then Brixton has one of London’s most thriving scenes
– not to mention an easy ride home on the speedy Victoria line. 
 
South East London Housing Co- is a good Facebook group to look for
accommodation options in this area!
 
- South East London Team

South East London Housing Co-op 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/158964430907173/


Brixton is really popular because it has a great live music scene due to its
Carribean influence. There is always something new popping up on the
weekends in terms of gigs, bars and make sure you try the Jerk chicken!   
 
You will never run out of local spots for dinner... Brixton Village & Pop Brixton
are packed full of cool bars & restaurants and other quirky shops. Brixton
Market is bustling all through the week with every type of fruit & vegetable
you can imagine.
                    
For south London, Brixton is pretty well connected. It has a tube station for
one thing, a rarity in these parts. Situated at the end of the Victoria line has
it’s advantages for getting a seat in the morning, and you can still be in
central London within 15 minutes. 
 
Brixton has a real community feel about it... It will win you over in no time!

Brixton

 ANZUK AREA GUIDE: LONDON

NEIGHBOURHOOD

Music & Art Scene

Pubs, Bars & Nightlife

Markets

Brockwell Park & Lido

 

 

 

 



Bermondsey is filled with very trendy restaurants and bars and is a stone's
throw  from London bridge, Borough Market, Maltby Market and The
Bermondsey Beer Mile.
 
It's a super central spot to live, just south of the river... walking distance to
most of what Central London has to offer. Your friends back home won't
forget where you are... with Tower Bridge, Tower of London, The Shard & The
Thames all around you - your Instagram will look like it belongs to London
Tourism. 

Bermondsey
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NEIGHBOURHOOD

Great transport links 

Bermondsey Beer Mile

Central

 

 

 



Greenwich is quite a leafy borough with great connections to central London
via Southern rail and the Docklands Light Rail (DLR). 
 
Check out the Greenwich Markets on the weekend near the Royal
Observatory Greenwich and the Cutty Sark Ship for great foodie options and
trinkets. 
 
Blackheath Village is also a hotspot for pubs, restaurants and independent
shops.

Greenwich
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NEIGHBOURHOOD

Riverside

Restaurants & Cafes

Greenwich Market

 

 

 



Plenty of trendsetters are making their way to  Peckham and it's easy to see
why. It has a great diversity of fine dining, great coffee, nightclubs and bars,
great street food and the luscious Peckham Rye Park & Common - home of
the mighty SE London Giants (Aussie Rules team). 
 
Packed with creativity, culture and great places to have fun, Peckham has
so much to offer. Even if you don’t move there, it’s well worth exploring for a
day or an evening, just to see what all the fuss is about. Head to Franks Cafe
for a cocktail and amazing views of London.

Peckham
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Art & Music Scene

Hipster

Restaurants and Bars

Affordable

 

 

 



If being too close to the hustle and bustle of London is not what you're
looking for, Dulwich could be the choice for you. 
 
With tree-lined streets, great parks (Dulwich, Brockwell and Belair) and the
many pubs, restaurants and shops along the famous Lordship Lane, it's easy
to see why Dulwich is attractive to many of our candidates. 
 
Well connected with Brixton by buses and did we mention it's less than 15
minutes by train to Victoria Station?

Dulwich
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NEIGHBOURHOOD

Affluent

Parks

Quiet

 

 

 


