
Every year, NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia to
celebrate the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples. This year, NAIDOC Week 2021 will be held from
Sunday 4 July to Sunday 11 July.

NAIDOC is celebrated not only in Indigenous communities, but by
Australians from all walks of life.  

The week is a great opportunity to participate in a range of activities
and to support your local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
community.  

It is incredibly important to educate
children on the significance of this
celebration from a young age. It is
also important for all educators to
be aware of this event and the
overall recognition of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people
and reconciliation of country. 

We hope you find the following resource 
helpful in celebrating NAIDOC in your centre or school
setting and look forward to any feedback you may
have.

A small guide for educators...



What does NAIDOC stand for?
NAIDOC stands for National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee.
Its origins can be traced to the emergence of Aboriginal groups in the 1920′s which
sought to increase awareness in the wider community of the status and treatment
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians.

Display the National NAIDOC Poster or other Indigenous posters around your
classroom or workplace.
Start your own hall of fame featuring Indigenous role models.
Listen to Indigenous musicians or watch a movie about Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander history.
Make your own Indigenous trivia quiz.
Study a famous Indigenous Australian.
Research the traditional Indigenous owners of your area.
Study Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander arts and crafts.
Work with an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander artist to produce an artwork
representing the theme.
Run an art competition for your school or community.
Research Indigenous history online or visit you library to find books about
Aboriginal and Torres Strait peoples.
Visit local Indigenous sites of significance or interest.
Learn the meanings of local or national Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
place names and words.
Invite local Indigenous Elders to speak or give a Welcome to Country at your
school or workplace.
Invite an Indigenous sportsperson or artist to visit you.
Invite Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander dancers to perform.
Host a community BBQ or luncheon.
Hold a flag raising ceremony.
Organise a smoking ceremony.

Here are some ideas on how to celebrate NAIDOC Week:

Visit the official NAIDOC website to download the logo and banner page to help you
on your way!

How can I celebrate NAIDOC week?

https://www.naidoc.org.au/resources/naidoc-logo-and-banners
https://www.naidoc.org.au/node/124


What’s a Welcome to Country?
A Welcome to Country is a ceremony performed by Indigenous Traditional
Custodians to welcome visitors to their traditional land. It can only be done by
Traditional Custodians of the land that you are on. If no Traditional Custodian is
available, an Aboriginal person from a different nation, or a non-Indigenous person,
may do an Acknowledgement of Country instead. A Welcome to Country normally
takes place at the beginning of an event. The ceremony can take many forms,
including singing, dancing, smoking ceremonies or a speech, depending on the
particular culture of the Traditional Custodians.

Acknowledgements of Country can take place at the beginning of events. They can
also be printed in publications and websites and on signs, for example near the
entrance of your site.

An Acknowledgement of Country is a statement that shows awareness of and
respect for the Traditional Custodians of the land you are on and their long and
continuing relationship with the land. Unlike a Welcome to Country, it can be
delivered by anyone – Indigenous or non-Indigenous.  

What’s an Acknowledgement of Country?

Many Early Childhood services and Schools across Australia have developed their
own Acknowledgement to Country. If your service has not, feel free to use or adapt
the example below to use with your children. Use the movement directions in
brackets to help make the activity interactive for your students.

Acknowledgement to Country

Hello friends (open arms out wide)

We at (Service Name), would like to say thank you. 
To the original custodians of this land. 
Thank you to The Widjabul people of the Bunjalung Nation for letting us share your
land. 
We promise to look after it, the animals and the people too. 
Hello Land (All touch the land) 
Hello sky (All reach for the sky) 
Hello me (Hug self) 



What do the colours in the Aboriginal flag and the Torres Strait
Islander flag mean? 

Designed and created by artist and activist, Harold Thomas, a Luritja man from central
Australia and a member of the Stolen Generations.

The Aboriginal Flag
On the 12th of July 1971, the Australian Aboriginal flag was flown for the first time on National
Aborigines Day in Victoria Square, Adelaide, South Australia. Since then, it has become a
recognised symbol for all Aboriginal people.

Red: The red earth, red ochre
and spiritual relationship to the
land

Black: The Aboriginal peoples of
Australia

At the 6th Torres Strait Cultural Festival on the 29th of May, 1992, the new Torres Strait Islander
flag was presented to the people of the Torres Strait Islands. The design of the flag was the
winning entry by the late Bernard Namok in a competition held as part of a cultural revival
workshop organised by The Islands Coordinating Council in January 1992.

The Torres Strait Islander Flag

Green: The land

White: The five-pointed star at
the centre of the flag represents
the five major island groups,
and the white Dhari (dancer’s
headdress). White also 
 symbolises peace.

Black: The Torres Strait Islander
peoples

Yellow: The Sun, the giver of
life and protector

The meaning of the Torres Strait Islander flag is represented through:

Blue: The sea

The meaning of the Aboriginal flag is represented through:



This resources offers a deeper insight as to the history, symbolism and
copyright issues surrounding the flags and includes a downloadable
colouring flag templates.

Colour-in templates for Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Flags 

The following guide relates directly to supporting teachers in addressing
The Australian Curriculum: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories
and Culture cross-curriculum priority; with provision of content that can be
used across multiple learning areas and stages/grades from Foundational
Studies to Year 12. The material in the NAIDOC site may also be relevant to
VET and University students undertaking Indigenous Studies.

NAIDOC WEEK Teachers Resource and Teaching Ideas

The Teach Starter printable teaching resource works beautifully as a means
to consolidate student understanding of the 2021 NAIDOC Week theme after
exploring the winning 2021 NAIDOC Week poster design

Exploring the NAIDOC Week Theme worksheet

This SBS resources has specific information and activities design for early
years, primary and secondary school children.

Celebrate NAIDOC: Heal Country!

https://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/politics/aboriginal-torres-strait-islander-flags
https://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/politics/aboriginal-torres-strait-islander-flags
https://www.naidoc.org.au/sites/default/files/teaching-guides/teacher-resources-about-naidoc-week.pdf
https://www.teachstarter.com/au/teaching-resource/exploring-the-naidoc-week-theme-worksheet/
https://www.teachstarter.com/au/teaching-resource/exploring-the-naidoc-week-theme-worksheet/
https://www.sbs.com.au/learn/resources/celebrate-naidoc-heal-country/teacher-resource

